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Two masters were decorated for their services: Mr Cousins (Chemistry) received the Distinguished Service Medal and Mr Dann the Medal of the Victorian Order, which was the monarch’s personal award given to him for acting as interpreter to King George V during royal tours of France. Mr Crawshaw who was killed in action at Salonica received the Military Medal. 
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By the time the war ended, 35 former pupils, and one member of staff, Mr Crawshaw, had died in action. Most of the pupils had served in the D.L.I. while Captain Crawshaw, who died on the Salonica front, was in the Public Schools’ Battalion.
Messrs Hutchinson and Dent returned, to begin long teaching careers at Johnston, but others were unfit. Mr Cousins, who had been awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal, gave up his career in 1921, while Mr Ward founder of the school Swimming Club, died a short time later. 
The school war memorial to the Old Johnstonians who died in the war was unveiled at 6pm on Saturday 22nd October 1921, by the Bishop of Durham. The Durham Advertiser recorded the occasion: 
The memorial has been erected by subscriptions from parents, staff past and present, and pupils of the school. It consists of mural panelling in light oak, of classic design, together with a memorial desk and chairs of similar character.  On the memorial desk is a brass inscription plate on which is engraved: - A tribute from the boys of 1918-1920 to the Johnstonians who served and fell in the war 1914-1918. The design and erection of the memorial have been ably carried out by the North of England School Furnishing Company.
The mural panel contains in bold relief the brass memorial tablet on which is engraved:- In memory of the Old Johnstonians who gave their lives in the Great War 1914-1918
Below is engraved :- “Nothing is here for tears, nothing but fair and well, and what may quiet us in death so noble.” The motto is taken from Milton’s Samson Agonistes. 
The memorial has been erected in the school assembly hall and will daily remind the boys of the patriotism and self sacrifice of Johnstonians during the dark days of war. 
The secretaries Mr L C Bramwell and Mr J D McIntyre and members of the memorial committee are to be congratulated on the completion of a very appropriate memorial which will serve as the inspiration to future generations of boys. 
The following names are engraved on the memorial
C.N  Crawshaw B. Sce. M.C. 
P. Baston - J. R. Brass - A. N. Brown

C. Brown - A. Crawley - J. Crabb

J. Craig - P.J. Crinnion - W.A. Curry

E.W.S. Davison - J. Duke - W. Gibson

G. Grayson - H. Grocock - S. Hardy

H.W. Hardy - J.H. Hays - C. Heron

J.W. Hogan - W.H. Johnston - J.A. Laing

B. Moody - W.R. Moody - J.P.G. McCoombs

G.W.P. Peacock - H. Perrin - J. Pollock

T.S. Pratt -  J.A. Robson - W. Smurthwaite

J.C. Spraggon - S. Walker - S. Watson

C.H. White - G.F. Wood. 
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In June 1948 two panels were commissioned to add to the school war memorial. After a memorial service held in St Margaret’s church, Durham the ceremony of dedication was performed by Rev. R.F. Morgan, himself an Old Johnstonian in the Assembly Hall at South Street. On the memorial’s panels were inscribed the names of those Old Johnstonians who fell during the war. The two panels were added to the sides of the existing World War 1 Memorial. Many people subscribed to this fund and the residue of the money contributed was invested to provide a War Memorial prize to be awarded annually to the school Vice Captain. Fresh flowers would be provided for the memorial during term time and at the annual Remembrance Service a wreath of Flanders poppies provided by the British Legion would be placed on the memorial. 
The following names (for 1939-45) were added to those Old Johnstonians who died during the 1914-18 war. 
F. Abbott - A. Anderson - J.B. Atkinson

L. Austin - C.A. Bell - N.G. Beniston 

A. Bentley - J. Blackett  - J. Bowe

J. Brass - J. Brennan - R. Brown

J. Burdon - A. Campbell -  J. Clark

W. Clark - R. Crow - F. W. Cuthbertson

F. Davison - N.R.W. Dodd - A.K. Falconer

R. Farnsworth - C. Firth - A. Fowler

A. Gleason - G.E. Groves - R. Guyll

H. Halkier - C. Hall - A. Henderson

D. Herring - S. Hoggett - G. Hopkins

T. Ivison - W.H. Jones - F. Kidd

E. Kiddie - C.D. Lamb - E. Mawson

A. McBean - H. Mossop - W. Nelson

I. Newman - R.K. Nixon - J. Nolan

E.W. Pape - R.W. Ragg - A. Raine

C.A. Riley - B. Robinson - J.L. Robson

J. Rolling - J. Ross - R. Sherwood
C. Shield - R. Short - R.P. Short

J.M. Sloan - W.M. Stanger - J. Stevenson

P. Stoker - W. Talbot - J. Temple

G. Thirlwell - W. Tong - C. Walker

A.C. Watchman - M.A. West - G. Wilkes

T.E. Willey - R. Wilson - T. Winn 
